
• Kurt Newick brings over 22 years of 
experience in the solar industry, with a 
background that spans both sales and 
installation. 

• He is a passionate advocate for solar 
energy, having led statewide efforts from 
2009 to 2012 to reduce PV permit fees—
resulting in two California laws capping 
those fees. 

• Between 2005 and 2008, Kurt 
coordinated a residential PV permit 
survey across Bay Area jurisdictions and 
co-authored a study that led to the 
elimination or reduction of fees in 77 
municipalities.

• Earlier in his career, from 1987 to 1990, 
he led a successful campaign to phase 
out ozone-depleting compounds by 
helping industries transition to safer 
alternatives. As a longtime activist with 
the Sierra Club and Friends of the Earth, 
he has influenced legislation at multiple 
levels. 

• Kurt lives in a solar-powered home, 
drives an electric vehicle, and holds a 
bachelor’s degree in computer science 
from Chico State University..
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